Much of our information and knowledge today is derived from popular culture, including the use of medicines to treat diseases that affect humankind. Ethnopharmacological research allows the knowledge of traditional communities to contribute to scientific studies and vice versa, since it involves not only botanical and pharmaceutical knowledge but also anthropology aspects. Throughout the Ceará Cariri region, the use of natural resources in traditional healing methods is very evident. Accordingly, the aim of this study was to investigate the popular knowledge about the therapeutic use of natural resources by faith healers in Colina do Horto in Juazeiro do Norte, CE, Brazil. Informants who were self-proclaimed prayer people and faith healers, of both sexes, were subjected to semi-structured interviews consisting of guiding questions, which allowed us to achieve the proposed objectives. The data collected were related to the origin of the resources used in magicalreligious procedures, part used, method of preparation, required amount, indications for use and contraindications. Analysis of data allowed the tabulation of the species so as to correlate all the variables studied. In addition, informant consensus factor and relative importance were determined. The informants had an average age of 66 years, and the majority were elderly, illiterate and female. Among the six species used in the healing procedures, the most prevalent was Jatropha gossypiifolia. Of the 53 species cited as complementary for healing, those especially used belonged to the families Lamiaceae and Asteraceae.
INTRODUCTION
The field of pharmacological research is constantly expanding knowledge, always searching for new drugs for various diseases. Much of the information and knowledge today is derived from popular culture, including the use of medicines to treat diseases that affect humankind (RICARDO, 2011) .
Society has paid special attention to plant species for medicinal use, which are seen as a cultural and also biological resource. That is, in addition to symbolizing the rescue and reinforcement of cultural identity, they represent the primary access to health care in many communities, highlighting their genetic potential for the development of new drugs (SILVA, 2004) . To make use of popular knowledge, however, we must recognize it as such, without prejudice, accepting it as an intellectual product and source of information (ELISABETSKY, 2003) . In the social sciences, for example, healing as well the disease is not considered exclusively biological processes, where it is closely related to the cultural environment (VALE; GONÇALVES, 2011).
Moreover, even after all the evolution of scientific understanding that led to the qualification of health professionals and determination of modern methods of healing, popular knowledge and magical-ritual healing practices still remained widely used to combat disease and to minimize its symptoms (POLETTO; FLECK, 2011) . This is mainly due to the high cost of synthetic drugs, coupled with the ease of obtaining natural products (VASCONCELOS; ALCOFORADO; . Thus, healing, prayers, teas and spells have become an effective solution to the health problems of the more disadvantaged classes (NERY, 2006) .
In Brazil, there is a diversity of religions offering healing. Each has a wide repertoire of symbols and images to provide, through its rituals and within a vast context, cures for their followers (RABELO, 1994) . 
Survey of ethnopharmacological data
Information was obtained through the use of semi-structured interviews consisting of guiding questions, making it possible to achieve the proposed objectives. This type of interview was chosen to allow the informants to express themselves freely, without losing objectivity (AMOROZO; VIERTLER, 2010).
The data collected were related to the origin of natural resources used and indicated in magical-religious procedures, part used, method of preparation, required amount, indications for use and contraindications. Information was supplemented by the free list technique (ALBUQUERQUE et al., 2007) .
Analysis of ethnopharmacological data
Analysis of the data allowed the tabulation of species to correlate all the variables studied (species, origin, part used, method of preparation, quantity, indications and contraindications). At this stage, we used techniques described in the literature and commonly used in similar works to calculate the informant consensus factor (ICF) and relative importance (RI) (TROTTER; LOGAN, 1986; BENNETT; PRANCE, 2000) .
ICF was calculated using the formula described by Trotter and Logan (1986) : ICF = (Nur The maximum value that IR can be is 2, where the higher the value assigned to a species, the greater its importance among the population studied.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
We located ten faith healers in Colina do
Horto, in Juazeiro. However, only eight participated in the survey, since two of them could not be interviewed: one did not take part in the study and the other was traveling during the data collection period.
The average age of the interviewees was 66 years, In a study by Nery (2006) , also with faith healers, the common thinking among participants in relation to charging was similar: "It is God who heals, so we cannot charge." Moreover, Moura If the disease in question was of spiritual origin ("breakdown", "curse" or "espinhela caída" -term used to describe body and spiritual weakness), the branch, which is torn from your tree or shrub while still green, would wither during the procedure, bringing immediate improvements to the faithful.
If the disease did not have a spiritual origin, the branch would remain green during the procedure, healing efforts would not be limited to just prayers.
A similar mechanism was described by Nogueira The informants described 53 plant species as natural resources, distributed in 36 botanical families, for 13 indications. Table 1 shows the RI of the species cited by informants in this study.
Notably, the species Amburana cearensis, Guarea guidonia and Pogostemon patchouly Pellet, besides the species with common names "Nanuscarda" and "Toré," had an RI value greater than 1.4 (the maximum value is 2). 
Zingiber officinalis GENGIBRE ZINGIBERACEAE 0,58 "Nanuscarda" and "Tore" do not have scientific names because they were not found in specific sites . Table 2 shows the ICF for the 13 indications mentioned. In this study, according to the consensus of the respondents regarding the potential of the plant species mentioned, the disorder with the highest consensus was the category of skin irritation and ulcers (healing effect), followed by cardiovascular system, nervous system and respiratory system diseases. These values indicated that these categories were the most important to the community, from a cultural point of view. In a study conducted in the municipality of Arapiraca, AL (LÓS; BARROS; NEVES, 2012), ICF analysis also found skin disorders and respiratory system diseases as being most important in that community. In the municipality of Ituiutaba, MG, the categories of injuries and wounds and respiratory diseases, although also of great importance in that community, were listed in third and fourth place, respectively, just after emotional disturbances (depression) and menopause (ALVES; POVH, 2013). In a study conducted in the state of Rio de Janeiro, in turn, nervous system disorders also followed by respiratory system disorders, had the high ICF values, only behind the category of infectious and parasitic diseases (CHRISTO; GUEDES-BRUNI;
FONSECA-KRUEL, 2006).
On analyzing the number of plant species by botanical family, cited by the faith healers of Colina do Horto, it was noted that the most prevalent families were Lamiaceae (eight species)
and Asteraceae (three species), followed by Alliacee, Fabaceae, Malvaceae, Rubiaceae , Sapindaceae and Zingiberaceae (two species each).
In a study conducted in rural communities of Mutuípe, BA, the botanical families Asteraceae and Lamiaceae were also the most prevalent among the species cited by informants (SILVA et al., 2010) . In Tubarão, SC, according to a study in the neighborhoods Dehon and Morrotes, the families Asteraceae and Lamiaceae were also those with highest occurrence of species in the community (NIEHUES et al, 2011.) . In a study 
